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SUBJECT: INR WRAP-UP OF REACTIONS TO SOVIET REJECTION OF 
US SALT PROPOSALS 

1 . A REVIEW OF EDITORIALS IN MAJOR EUROPEAN AND OTHER 
NEWSPAPERS OF APRIL 1 AVAILABLE IN WASHINGTON AS OF 3:00 
PM EST SHOWS THAT: 

-WHILE SEVERAL NEWSPAPERS DREW PESSIMISTIC CONCLUSIONS 
ABOUT THE CONCLUSION OF THE TALKS, A LARGER NUMBER 
TOOK A "NO REASON TO PANIC” LINE. 

-SOME WEST GERMAN EDITORIALS EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT 
THE POSSIBLE IMPACT ON US-EUROPEAN RELATIONS. 

-SEVERAL PAPERS SAW THE SOVIETS' ACTION AS 
A TESTING OF THE US, NOT AS CLOSING THE DOOR ON 
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ARMS CONTROL; 

-A FEW BLAMED THE PRESIDENT S HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY 
FOR THE OUTCOME OF THE TALKS. 

2. DETAILS FOLLOW: 

BRITAIN: THE DAILY TELEGRAPH CALLED THE SOVIETS' RE- 
JECTION OF THE US PROPOSALS "NO CAUSE FOR HAND-WRINGING, 
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LET ALONE PANIC." IT FELT THAT "BREZHNEV'S PERSONAL 
REIECTION WAS A DELIBERATE AND EVEN STAGE-MANAGED 
REBUFF" DESIGNED TO GIVE THE "FAINTHEARTED AND THE LEFT" 
THEIR CUE TO "WAIL" THAT THE DEADLOCK WAS DUE TO BREZHNEV'S 
ANGER AT THE PRESIDENT'S HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN. 

THE TIMES SAW THE SOVIET REIECTION AS "NOT SURPRISING 
OR EVEN . . . PARTICULARLY DISTURBING." IT THOUGHT THAT 
THE SOVIETS FOUND THE PROPOSALS TOO FAR-REACHING TO BE 
DIGESTED IMMEDIATELY, AND THAT THEIR REJECTION WAS "FAR 
MORE SUBSTANTIAL THAN A FIT OF PIQUE" OVER HUMAN RIGHTS 
BUT PROBABLY SOMETHING LESS THAN TOTAL REFUSAL TO 
NEGOTIATE ON ARMS CONTROL. 

THE ECONOMIST WROTE THAT THE SOVIETS HAVE "A POWERFUL 
INCENTIVE" TO RETHINK THEIR REJECTION OF US PROPOSALS 
BECAUSE IF THERE IS A RENEWED ARMS RACE, THE US "IS 
ALMOST CERTAIN TO WIN." 

WEST GERMANY: DIE WELT (BONN) WROTE THAT MOSCOW'S RE- 
JECTION OF THE US OFFER TO RESTRICT THE RANGE OF CRUISE 
MISSILES IS "EVEN WELCOME NEWS," SINCE "TO SACRIFICE 
THEM TO AN AMELIORATION OF US-SOVIET RELATIONS WOULD 
STRAIN US-EUROPEAN RELATIONS." 

THE FRANKFURTER ALT .EGMETNF, SAID THAT THE USSR. HAVING 
STEPPED UP REARMAMENT IN RECENT YEARS, COUNTED ON US 
READINESS TO PAY "AN EXCESSIVE PRICE" FOR A SLOWDOWN; THE 
PRESIDENT DOES NOT SEE ANY REASON FOR THIS SINCE THE US HAS 
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A TECHNOLOGICAL LEAD. 

THE BERLINER MORGENPOST WROTE THAT THE PRESIDENT HAS 
SUFFERED HIS FIRST FOREIGN POLICY SETBACK. BUT. IT 
ADDED, THAT "NEED NOT BE A DISADVANTAGE." "IT MAY SHARPEN 
HIS SENSE OF REALITY AND STRENGTHEN HIS WILL TO ASSERT 
HIMSELF." 

BERLIN'S DER TAGESSPIEGEL OPINED THAT THE SOVIETS ARE 
TESTING THE US TO SEE HOW THE NEW ADMINISTRATION REACTS 
TO PUBLIC REJECTION OF ITS PROPOSALS. THEY WILL WAIT 
TO SEE WHAT CONCESSIONS THE US WILL MAKE UNDER PRESSURE. 
WHILE AT THE SAME TIME THEY WILL "INTENSIFY THEIR POLICY 

TOWARD THE US'S EUROPEAN ALLIES IN ORDER TO INFLUENCE 
THE FUTURE COURSE OF US FOREIGN POLICY FROM THIS SIDE." 

SWITZERLAND: NEUE ZUERCHER ZEITUNG COMMENTED THAT 
THE FAILURE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS WILL JEOPARDIZE BREZHNEV'S 
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DETENTE STRATEGY "IN WHICH HE HAS INVESTED MUCH PERSONAL 
PRESTIGE." 

FRANCE: LE MONDE ASSERTED THAT THE PRESIDENT'S HUMAN 
RIGHTS POLICY HAD "STARTED A STORM OF ABUSE” FROM BREZHNEV. 
IT WANTED TO BELIEVE "THAT MR. VANCE'S FAILURE IS ONLY 
TEMPORARY AND THAT THE BIG TWO WILL COLLECT THEIR WITS” 
BEFORE STARTING A NEW ARMS RACE. 

ITALY: IL GIORNALE BELIEVED THAT THE "MORALISTIC 
RADICALISM" IN THE US MAY BE PERCEIVED BY THE USSR AS 
A "GLOBAL CHALLENGE." THE SOVIETS' FIRST REACTION IS 
TO BLOCK SALT, THE SECOND "MAY BE BREZHNEV'S FALL," 

AND THE THIRD, "ACCEPTANCE OF A COLLISON COURSE WITH 
AMERICA." 

BELGIUM: LE SOIR BELIEVED THAT "THE TEMPORARY 
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FAILURE" OF THE TALKS "SHOULD NEITHER SURPRISE NOR DIS- 
APPOINT." HOWEVER, IT SAW THE PRESIDENT'S DESIRE 
TO HAVE "MORALS . . . CONTROL IMMORAL REALITIES" 

AS MAKING THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION'S TASK EVEN 
HARDER THAN THAT OF ITS PREDECESSORS. 

NORWAY: OSLO'S LARGEST DAILY, AFTENPOSTEN, THOUGHT 
THAT THERE IS NO REASON TO BE PESSIMISTIC OVER THE SECRE- 
TARY'S "EMPTYHANDED" RETURN BECAUSE THE REJECTION OF 
THE US PROPOSALS MEANS NO MORE THAN THE NEED FOR FURTHER 
MEETINGS." 

AUSTRIA: THE MASS-CIRCULATION KURIER BELIEVED THERE 
IS "NO REASON FOR PANIC OR PESSIMISM" AND APPROVED OF 
THE PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS ON THE ISSUE. 

SWEDEN: STOCKHOLM'S LARGEST MORNING DAILY, DAGENS 
NYHETER, CALLED THE BREAKDOWN THE "FIRST REAL DEFEAT" 

THAT PRESIDENT CARTER HAS SUFFERED. THE PAPER WORRIED 
THAT THIS WILL BE THE BEGINNING OF A NEW ARMS SPIRAL. 

ISRAEL: DAVAR DEFINED THE SECRETARY'S MOSCOW VISIT AS 
ONE OF "UNFULFILLED EXPECTATIONS." IT SAID THE 
PRESIDENT HAS NOW BEEN FACED WITH HIS FIRST SIGNIFICANT 
FOREIGN POLICY TEST: "HOW TO REMAIN TRUE TO A POLICY 
WHICH CONTAINS PSYCHOLOGICAL ADVANTAGES FOR THE US" 

WHILE PRESERVING WESTERN UNITY AND CONTAINING THE ARMS 
RACE. 

PRC: A NEW CHINA NEWS AGENCY BROADCAST LIMITED ITS 
TREATMENT OF THE CONCLUSION OF THE MOSCOW TALKS LARGELY 
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TO MATERIAL FROM WESTERN NEWS AGENCY REPORTS. 
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